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Multidisciplinary or post-disciplinary research is what is needed when dealing with such complex subjects as
ritual behaviour. This research, therefore, combines ethnography with historical sources to examine the
relationship between modern Greek death rituals and ancient written and visual sources on the subject of
death and gender. The central theme of this work is women's role in connection with the cult of the dead in
ancient and modern Greece. The research is based on studies in ancient history combined with the author's
fieldwork and anthropological analysis of today's Mediterranean societies. Since death rituals have a focal
and lasting importance, and reflect the gender relations within a society, the institutions surrounding death
may function as a critical vantage point from which to view society. The comparison is based on certain
religious festivals that are dedicated to deceased persons and on other death rituals. Using laments, burials
and the ensuing memorial rituals, the relationship between the cult dedicated to deceased mediators in both
ancient and modern society is analysed. The research shows how the official ideological rituals are
influenced by the domestic rituals people perform for their own dead, and vice versa, that the modern
domestic rituals simultaneously reflect the public performances. As this cult has many parallels with the
ancient official cult, the following questions are central: Can an analysis of modern public and domestic
rituals in combination with ancient sources tell the reader more about the ancient death cult as a whole?
What does such an analysis suggest about the relationship between the domestic death cult and the official?
Since the practical performance of the domestic rituals was-and still remains-in the hands of women, it is
crucial to discover the extent of their influence to elucidate the real power relations between women and
men. This research represents a new contribution to earlier presentations of the Greek "reality", but mainly
from the female perspective, which is highly significant since men produced most of the ancient sources.
This means that the principal objective for this endeavour is to question the ways in which history has been
written through the ages, to supplement the male with a female perspective, perhaps complementing an
Olympian Zeus with a Chthonic Mother Earth. The research brings both ancient and modern worlds into
mutual illumination; its relevance therefore transcends the Greek context both in time and space.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

This Rituals of Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female Perspective
usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Rituals of
Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female Perspective can be one of
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Rituals of Death and
Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female Perspective forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kenneth Sisk:

Often the book Rituals of Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female
Perspective will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Rituals of
Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female Perspective is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

John Razo:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Rituals of Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female
Perspective provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Robert Vargas:

You may get this Rituals of Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient Greece: Writing History from a Female
Perspective by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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