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No matter when or where they are fought, all wars have one thing in common: a relentless progression to
monuments and memorials for the dead. Likewise all art made from war begins and ends in mourning and
remembrance. In The Mourner's Song, James Tatum offers incisive discussions of physical and literary
memorials constructed in the wake of war, from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to the writings of Stephen
Crane, Edmund Wilson, Tim O'Brien, and Robert Lowell.

Tatum's touchstone throughout is the Iliad, not just one of the earliest war poems, but also one of the most
powerful examples of the way poetry can be a tribute to and consolation for what is lost in war. Reading the
Iliad alongside later works inspired by war, Tatum reveals how the forms and processes of art convert
mourning to memorial. He examines the role of remembrance and the distance from war it requires; the
significance of landscape in memorialization; the artifacts of war that fire the imagination; the intimate
relationship between war and love and its effects on the ferocity with which soldiers wage battle; and finally,
the idea of memorialization itself. Because all survivors suffer the losses of war, Tatum's is a story of both
victims and victors, commanders and soldiers, women and men. Photographs of war memorials in Vietnam,
France, and the United States beautifully augment his testimonials.

Eloquent and deeply moving, The Mourner's Song will speak to anyone interested in the literature of war and
the relevance of the classics to our most pressing contemporary needs.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Often the book The Mourner's Song: War and Remembrance from the Iliad to Vietnam has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written
by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Helen Leduc:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Mourner's Song:
War and Remembrance from the Iliad to Vietnam which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Eddie Bussell:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Mourner's Song: War and Remembrance from the Iliad to Vietnam. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Mourner's Song: War and Remembrance from the Iliad to Vietnam when you required
it?
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