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“They have a staying quality, these Hookses, that I can only describe as haunting. They have inhabited my
imagination all my life, inexplicable ghosts, to be exorcised only by that bit of magic that created them in the
first place, the turn of a phrase.”

Thus Callie Coe Wilson introduces us to her family of inveterate tale tellers, the expansive and eccentric
Hooks clan of Hardin County, Texas. Wilson and her cousin Ellen Walker Rienstra capture in this unusual
family saga the essence of why families take such delight in the stories of their ancestors.

We see William “Pap” Hooks, legendary progenitor of the numerous clans, plowing his fields in his shirttail
because “he disliked the constrictions of conventional dress and …refused to be encumbered by custom.”
We hunt black bear in the Big Thicket with Ben and Bud, confronting the enraged bear that once grabbed the
end of Bud’s gun in its teeth. We marvel at Ben’s fiddle rendition of “Cattle in the Canebrake,” recorded
with a cactus needle. Ben, the shrewdest of Pap’s many sons, is said to have made three separate fortunes:
one in whiskey, one in lumber, and one in oil. In 1904 he brought in the Saratoga oil field in East Texas with
just small hand pumps, a hand-bolted derrick, and a passel of friends and brothers.

There are also fleet-footed Gus, “unconventional to the point of being perverse”; khaki-clad Arden, the
family’s principal raconteur; and Bryant Coe, who declined an invitation to a family dinner party because he
“could not find his other sock.”

In a unique blend of two voices, Wilson and Rienstra sing the ballads of their forebears, who not only settled
Harding County but largely populated it. Each from her own perspective, but with both perspectives formed
by the same family traditions, the cousins memorialize the exploits of the celebrated Hookses. Their stories
are true---with the truth that is “the patina that forms in time on fact.” They illustrate and celebrate the
passage of time, the permanence of memory, and the melding of separate lives into an acceptable family
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

The actual book A Pride of Kin (Wardlaw Books) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read,
this book very suited to you. The book A Pride of Kin (Wardlaw Books) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sheila Carter:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Pride of Kin (Wardlaw Books) can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Beth Ritchey:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely A Pride of Kin (Wardlaw Books). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the A Pride of Kin (Wardlaw Books) when you required it?
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