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Battles at Dogger Bank and Jutland revealed critical firepower, armor, and speed differences in Royal Navy
and Kaiserliche Marine (Imperial German Navy) Battlecruiser designs.

Fast-moving and formidably armed, the battlecruisers of the British and German navies first encountered one
another in 1915 at Dogger Bank and in the following year clashed near Jutland in the biggest battleship
action of all time. In the decade before World War I Britain and Germany were locked in a naval arms race
that saw the advent of first the revolutionary dreadnought, the powerful, fast-moving battleship that rendered
earlier designs obsolete, and then an entirely new kind of vessel - the battlecruiser. The brainchild of the
visionary British admiral John 'Jacky' Fisher, the battlecruiser was designed to operate at long range in
'flying squadrons', using its superior speed and powerful armament to hunt, outmanoeuvre and destroy any
opponent. The penalty paid to reach higher speeds was a relative lack of armour, but Fisher believed that
'speed equals protection'. By 1914 the British had ten battlecruisers in service and they proved their worth
when two battlecruisers, Invincible and Inflexible, sank the German armoured cruisers Scharnhorst and
Gneisenau off the Falklands in December 1914.

Based on a divergent design philosophy that emphasised protection over firepower, the Germans'
battlecruisers numbered six by January 1915, when the rival battlecruisers first clashed at Dogger Bank in
the North Sea. By this time the British battlecruisers had been given a new role - to locate the enemy fleet.
Five British battlecruisers accompanied by other vessels intercepted and pursued a German force including
three battlecruisers; although the battle was a British tactical victory with neither side losing any of its
battlecruisers, the differences in the designs of the British and German ships were already apparent. The two
sides responded very differently to this first clash; while the Germans improved their ammunition-handling
procedures to lessen the risk of disabling explosions, the British drew the opposite lesson and stockpiled
ammunition in an effort to improve their rate of fire, rendering their battlecruisers more vulnerable. The
British also failed to improve the quality of their ammunition, which had often failed to penetrate the
German ships' armour.

These differences were highlighted more starkly during the battle of Jutland in May 1916. Of the nine British
battlecruisers committed, three were destroyed, all by their German counterparts. Five German battlecruisers
were present, and of these, only one was sunk and the remainder damaged. The limitations of some of the
British battlecruisers' fire-control systems, range-finders and ammunition quality were made clear; the
Germans not only found the range more quickly, but spread their fire more effectively, and the German
battlecruisers' superior protection meant that despite being severely mauled, all but one were able to evade
the British fleet at the close of the battle. British communication was poor, with British crews relying on
ship-to-ship flag and lamp signals even though wireless communication was available. Even so, both sides
claimed victory and the controversy continues to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Dugan:

The book British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) being your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication British Battlecruiser vs
German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kenneth Hoy:

This British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) without we understand teach the
one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry British Battlecruiser
vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This British
Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bruce Alexander:

The actual book British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) has a lot of information on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.

James Sanchez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this British Battlecruiser vs German
Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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