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A legend looks back on his six decades in music.

Ralph Stanley was born in 1927 in a corner of Virginia known as Big Spraddle Creek, a place where music
echoed from the ridge tops, was belted out by workers in the fields, and resonated in the one-room country
church where Ralph first found his voice. For his eleventh birthday, Ralph was given five dollars, and had to
chose between buying a sow or a banjo. He chose the banjo, which his mother taught him to play in the
clawhammer style. In 1946, he combined his banjo with his brother Carter's guitar, and the two blended their
voices into one as the Stanley Brothers. For twenty years the Stanleys chased the dream through good times
and hard times, until the hard times caught up to Carter and he succumbed to liver disease at age 41. In the
four decades since his brother's passing, Ralph has brought his music from the hills and hollows of southwest
Virginia to the wide world.
Now in his eighties and still touring, Ralph has at last grown into his voice and is ready to tell his story. In
Man of Constant Sorrow, Ralph looks back on his career in what most call bluegrass but what he prefers to
call "old time mountain music." He recounts the creation of hundreds of classic tracks, including "White
Dove," "Rank Stranger," and his signature song, "Man of Constant Sorrow." He tells tales from a life spent
on road with his band the Clinch Mountain Boys, explains his distinctive "Stanley style" of banjo-playing,
crosses paths with everyone from Bill Monroe to Bob Dylan, and reflects on his late-career resurgence
sparked by an unlikely Grammy win in 2002 for his song "O Death." He also raises a dirge for Appalachia,
his mountain home that is quickly disappearing.

Harmonized with equal measures of tragedy and triumph, Man of Constant Sorrow is the stirring testament
of a giant of American music.
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From reader reviews:

William Threatt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Man of Constant Sorrow: My Life and
Times. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Bonnie Daves:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Man of Constant Sorrow: My Life and
Times book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sally Kim:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Man of Constant Sorrow: My Life and Times, you could tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
book.

David Gaiter:

This Man of Constant Sorrow: My Life and Times is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Man of Constant
Sorrow: My Life and Times can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-



book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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