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Each year, thousands of pilgrims visit the celebrated New Orleans tomb where Marie Laveau is said to lie.
They seek her favors or fear her lingering influence. Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau is
the first study of the Laveaus, mother and daughter of the same name. Both were legendary leaders of
religious and spiritual traditions many still label as evil.

The Laveaus were free women of color and prominent French-speaking Catholic Creoles. From the 1820s
until the 1880s when one died and the other disappeared, gossip, fear, and fierce affection swirled about
them. From the heart of the French Quarter, in dance, drumming, song, and spirit possession, they ruled the
imagination of New Orleans.

How did the two Maries apply their "magical" powers and uncommon business sense to shift the course of
love, luck, and the law? The women understood the real crime--they had pitted their spiritual forces against
the slave system of the United States. Moses-like, they led their people out of bondage and offered protection
and freedom to the community of color, rich white women, enslaved families, and men condemned to hang.

The curse of the Laveau family, however, followed them. Both loved men they could never marry. Both
faced down the press and police who stalked them. Both countered the relentless gossip of curses, evil
spirits, murders, and infant sacrifice with acts of benevolence.

The book is also a detective story--who is really buried in the famous tomb in the oldest "city of the dead" in
New Orleans? What scandals did the Laveau family intend to keep buried there forever? By what sleight of
hand did free people of color lose their cultural identity when Americans purchased Louisiana and imposed
racial apartheid upon Creole creativity? Voodoo Queen brings the improbable testimonies of saints, spirits,
and never-before-printed eyewitness accounts of ceremonies and magical crafts together to illuminate the
lives of the two Marie Laveaus, leaders of a major, indigenous American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Rush:

The book Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Voodoo Queen:
The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like start and read a reserve Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ronda Tollison:

Here thing why this Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with
Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie
Laveau in e-book can be your substitute.

Marie Forrest:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Voodoo
Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
ahead of. The Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Cheryl Edgerly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives
of Marie Laveau book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Voodoo Queen:
The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is
one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense



to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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