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The book covers a thirteen-year period in the lives of eighteen people from across Britain. Influenced by
ideas of alternative living, the "counter-culture" and socialist/anarchist politics, they put their beliefs into
everyday practice through a social experiment in communal, egalitarian living. Although cannabis and hippy
trappings of dress and cultural tastes were part of their identity, drug-addled, aimless self-indulgence was
not. Determined to be part of wider society, to earn a living, and, most of all, to contribute tangibly to
making the world a better place, these pragmatic idealists renovated a run-down terraced street, then created
a housing co-operative, a workers' co-operative fruit-and-veg business, a café, a bookshop and a radical
county-wide newspaper. To prevent the demolition of the street where they lived, they took on and defeated
the reactionary local Labour council. Some became involved in trade union work and education, others in
women's groups, journalism and film-making. Containing contributions from most of those who lived in the
Community over that period, the styles vary widely, ranging from political analysis to emotional
recollections, moving from the drawbacks of outdoor toilets to the entrapment of a Special Branch snooper.
The major events of the community's history are explored: the development of income-sharing, the problems
of communal child-rearing, relations with village neighbours, brushes with the law and so forth. Additionally
there were major happenings in the wider world impacting upon the community, none more so than the
1984-85 Miners' Strike since their home, Langley Park, was a pit village.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Phelps:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Anarchists, Hippies and Other Undesirables: Alternative Living,
Politics and Optimism 1972-1985. Try to the actual book Anarchists, Hippies and Other Undesirables:
Alternative Living, Politics and Optimism 1972-1985 as your friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Susan Belcher:

This Anarchists, Hippies and Other Undesirables: Alternative Living, Politics and Optimism 1972-1985 are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Anarchists, Hippies
and Other Undesirables: Alternative Living, Politics and Optimism 1972-1985 can be among the great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Anarchists, Hippies and Other
Undesirables: Alternative Living, Politics and Optimism 1972-1985 giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ron Matthies:

The reason? Because this Anarchists, Hippies and Other Undesirables: Alternative Living, Politics and
Optimism 1972-1985 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Betty Bass:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Anarchists,
Hippies and Other Undesirables: Alternative Living, Politics and Optimism 1972-1985.
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