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Describing Washington Square, Henry James wrote that it was "as if the wine of life had been poured for
you, in advance, into some pleasant old punch bowl." Created in 1826 through the visionary efforts of
philanthropist and New York City mayor Philip Hone, the elegant and vibrant square anchors one of the
world's most storied neighborhoods, Greenwich Village. Today, the quarter retains much of the charm it
possessed in earlier eras when it served as a mecca for artists and activists, intellectuals and indigents,
brahmins and bohemians. Yet its history has been clouded by half-truths and myths, while some of its most
colorful and influential residents -- and its role in the city's growth -- lie undiscovered. Neighborhood
historian and preservationist Luther S. Harris has spent twenty years researching the real story of New York's
social and cultural hub, and in Around Washington Square he has produced the definitive history of
Greenwich Village, illustrated with more than two hundred photographs and engravings, many from his
private collection. Harris's prodigious research efforts among city council minutes, real-estate tax and
conveyance ledgers, directories, family histories, architectural records, institutional and business inventories,
newspapers, private collections, and public archives have uncovered surprising facts about the origins of
Greenwich Village and its influence on the development of Fifth Avenue and upper Manhattan.

Formally established as a separate political jurisdiction -- the Fifteenth Ward -- in 1832, the neighborhood
known today as Greenwich Village reached its social apogee in the 1850s and 1860s as the home of New
York's wealthiest and most powerful citizens. Then known as the Empire Ward, it boasted Manhattan's finest
churches and homes, its most exclusive clubs, its best-endowed libraries and galleries, and its grandest
hotels, shops, and theaters. The neighborhood had also begun to attract artists and writers, including leading
members of the Hudson River School and such prominent literary talents as Edgar Allan Poe, Herman
Melville, and Walt Whitman.

Deftly balancing architectural, cultural, political, and social history, Harris follows the quarter's history into
the twentieth century. Early in the century the Village acquired its bohemian reputation and became
synonymous with radical politics, revolutionary art, and idiosyncratic lifestyles. Intellectual exchanges at
Mabel Dodge's Fifth Avenue salon, among others, reverberated nationwide, as did the groundbreaking plays
of Eugene O'Neill, journalism of Lincoln Steffens, and paintings of the Ashcan School. As expertly
recounted by Harris, for the rest of the twentieth century the Village continued to draw many in the arts --
from Edward Hopper and Jackson Pollock to Allen Ginsberg and Bob Dylan -- helping to make New York
the art capital of the world. Preservation battles in the 1950s and 1960s over the opposing ideas of Robert
Moses and Jane Jacobs left the Village fabric largely intact. Concluding with the neighborhood's decline in
the 1970s and renaissance in the 1980s and 1990s, Around Washington Square captures the charm, energy,
and individuality of Greenwich Village.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Within other case, little people like to read book Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of
Greenwich Village. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich
Village. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Charline Fendley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Around Washington Square: An Illustrated
History of Greenwich Village. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Deborah Oneal:

Here thing why this Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich Village are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich
Village giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich Village. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Around
Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich Village in e-book can be your alternative.

Johnnie Colby:

The ability that you get from Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich Village is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Around Washington Square: An Illustrated History
of Greenwich Village giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go



along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Around Washington
Square: An Illustrated History of Greenwich Village instantly.
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