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This book provides a comprehensive sociological explanation for the emergence and continuation of
organized crime in Chicago. Tracing the roots of political corruption that afforded protection to gambling,
prostitution, and other vice activity in Chicago and other large American cities, Robert M. Lombardo
challenges the dominant belief that organized crime in America is a descendent of the Sicilian Mafia.
According to this widespread "alien conspiracy" theory, organized crime evolved in a linear fashion
beginning with the Mafia in Sicily, emerging in the form of the Black Hand in America's immigrant
colonies, and culminating in the development of the Cosa Nostra in America's urban
centers._x000B__x000B_Looking beyond this Mafia paradigm, this volume argues that the development of
organized crime in Chicago and other large American cities was rooted in the social structure of American
society. Specifically, Lombardo ties organized crime to the emergence of machine politics in America's
urban centers. From nineteenth-century vice syndicates to the modern-day Outfit, Chicago's criminal
underworld could not have existed without the blessing of those who controlled municipal, county, and state
government. These practices were not imported from Sicily, Lombardo contends, but were bred in the
socially disorganized slums of America where elected officials routinely franchised vice and crime in
exchange for money and votes. This book also traces the history of the African-American community's
participation in traditional organized crime in Chicago and offers new perspectives on the organizational
structure of the Chicago Outfit, the traditional organized crime group in Chicago._x000B_
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Handy:

Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Organized Crime in
Chicago: Beyond the Mafia yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.

Ronald Tanaka:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Thomas Obrien:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can give you
a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia.

Catherine Graziani:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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