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John Healy's The Grass Arena describes with unflinching honesty his experiences of addiction, his escape
through learning to play chessin prison, and his ongoing search for peace of mind. This Penguin Classics
edition includes an afterword by Colin MacCabe. In his searing autobiography Healy describes his fifteen
years living rough in London without state aid, when begging carried an automatic three-year prison
sentence and vagrant a coholics prowled the parks and streets in search of drink or prey. When not united in
their common aim of acquiring alcohol, winos sometimes murdered one another over prostitutes or a bottle,
or the begging of money. Few modern writers have managed to match Healy's power to refine from the
brutal destructive condition of the chronic alcoholic a story so compelling it is beyond comparison. John
Healy (b. 1943) was born into an impoverished, Irish immigrant family, in the lums of Kentish Town, North
London. Out of school by 14, pressed into the army and intermittently in prison, Healy became an alcoholic
early oninlife. Despite these obstacles Healy achieved remarkable, indeed phenomenal expertise in both
writing and chess, as outlined in the autobiographical The Grass Arena. If you enjoyed The Grass Arena, you
might like Last Exit to Brooklyn, also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'Sober and precise, grotesque,
violent, sad, charming and hilarious all a once' Literary Review 'Beside it, abook like Orwell's Down and
Out in Paris and London seems a rather inaccurate tourist guide' Colin MacCabe
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From reader reviews:
Tony Edwin:

Exactly why? Because this The Grass Arenais an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book
include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to delay
having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mary West:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Grass Arenathe mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
The Grass Arena giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christina Lazarus:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe
you answer can be The Grass Arenawhy because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Susannah Williams;

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. The Grass Arena can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those
short extratime problems.
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