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In his astute and deeply informed film reviews and essays, Jonathan Rosenbaum regularly provides new and
brilliant insights into the cinema as art, entertainment, and commerce. Guided by a personal canon of great
films, Rosenbaum sees, in the ongoing hostility toward the idea of a canon shared by many within the field
of film studies, a missed opportunity both to shape the discussion about cinema and to help inform and guide
casual and serious filmgoers alike.

In Essential Cinema, Rosenbaum forcefully argues that canons of great films are more necessary than ever,
given that film culture today is dominated by advertising executives, sixty-second film reviewers, and other
players in the Hollywood publicity machine who champion mediocre films at the expense of genuinely
imaginative and challenging works. He proposes specific definitions of excellence in film art through the
creation a personal canon of both well-known and obscure movies from around the world and suggests ways
in which other canons might be similarly constructed.

Essential Cinema offers in-depth assessments of an astonishing range of films: established classics such as
Rear Window, M, and Greed; ambitious but flawed works like The Thin Red Line and Breaking the Waves;
eccentric masterpieces from around the world, including Irma Vep and Archangel; and recent films that have
bitterly divided critics and viewers, among them Eyes Wide Shut and A.I. He also explores the careers of
such diverse filmmakers as Robert Altman, Raúl Ruiz, Frank Tashlin, Elaine May, Sam Fuller, Terrence
Davies, Edward Yang, Hou Hsiao-hsien, and Orson Welles. In conclusion, Rosenbaum offers his own film
canon of 1,000 key works from the beginning of cinema to the present day. A cogent and provocative
argument about the art of film, Essential Cinema is also a fiercely independent reference book of must-see
movies for film lovers everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film
Canons is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Helen Kingsbury:

The actual book Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of
Film Canons is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

John Lyons:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Elizabeth Rivera:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Essential Cinema: On the
Necessity of Film Canons that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons become
your own starter.
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