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Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey Perri Knize
A fascinating, lyrical memoir about one woman's obsessive search for the perfect piano-and about finding
and pursuing passion at any age

How can a particular piano be so seductive that someone would turn her life upside down to answer its call?
How does music change human consciousness and transport us to rapture? What makes it beautiful ? In this
elegantly written and heartfelt account, Perri Knize explores these questions with a music lover's ardor, a
poet's inspiration, and areporter's thirst for knowledge.

The daughter of a professional musician, Knize was raised in a home saturated in classical music, but years
have passed since she last played the instrument that mesmerized her most: the piano. Surprised by a sudden,
belated realization that she is meant to devote her life to the instrument, she finds a teacher and soon decides
to buy a piano of her own.

What begins as a search for a modestly priced upright leads Knize through dozens of piano stores all over the
country, and eventually endsin aNew Y ork City showroom where she falls madly in love with the sound of
arare and pricey German grand.

"At the touch of the keys, | am swept away by powerful waves of sound," Knize writes. "The middle section
is smoky and mysterious, asif rising from the larynx of a great contralto. Thetreble is bell-like and
sparkling, full of color, ashimmering northern lights. A soul seemsto reside in the belly of this piano, and it
reaches out to touch mine, igniting a spark of desire that quickly catchesfire."

The seduction is complete. But the piano far exceeds Knize's budget. After along and painful dalliance, she
refinances her house to purchase the instrument that has transfixed her. The dealer shipsit to her homein
Montana, and she counts the days until its arrival. When at last she sits down to play, almost delirious with
anticipation, the magical sound is gone and the tone is dead and dull. Devastated, she calls in one piano
technician after another to "fix" it, but no one can.

So begins the author's epic quest to restore her piano to its rightful sound, and to understand its elusive
power. Thisjourney leads her into an international subculture of piano aficionados -- concert artists,
passionate amateurs, dealers, technicians, composers, and builders -- intriguing characters all, whose lives
have also been transformed by the spell of a piano. Along the way she plays hundreds of pianos, new and
vintage, rare and common, always listening for the bewitching tone she once heard from her own grand, a
sound she cannot forget.

In New Y ork, she visits the high-strung technician who prepared her piano for the showroom, and learns how
awiretightened just so, or an artfully softened hammer can transform an unremarkable instrument into one
that touches listenersto their core. In Germany, she watches the workers who built her piano shape wood,
iron, wool, and steel into musical instruments, and learns why each has its own unique voice. In Austria, she
hikes the Alps to learn how trees are selected to build pianos, and how they are grown and harvested. With
each step of her journey, Knize draws ever-closer to uncovering the reason her piano's sound vanished, how
to get it back, and the deeper secret of how music leads usto a direct experience of the nature of reality.

Beautifully composed, passionately performed, Grand Obsession isitself a musical masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:
Steve Adams:

The book Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Grand
Obsession: A Piano Odyssey? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share al of these.
Book Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Vanness;

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How alot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining
abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey
book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donna Bohannon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not fedling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey,
you may enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Starr:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey to make
your reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especialy. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of thistime.
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