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In a single short book as elegant as it is wise, Ian Buruma makes sense of the most fateful span of Japan’s
history, the period that saw as dramatic a transformation as any country has ever known. In the course of
little more than a hundred years from the day Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in his black ships, this
insular, preindustrial realm mutated into an expansive military dictatorship that essentially supplanted the
British, French, Dutch, and American empires in Asia before plunging to utter ruin, eventually emerging
under American tutelage as a pseudo-Western-style democracy and economic dynamo.

What explains the seismic changes that thrust this small island nation so violently onto the world stage? In
part, Ian Buruma argues, the story is one of a newly united nation that felt it must play catch-up to the
established Western powers, just as Germany and Italy did, a process that involved, in addition to outward
colonial expansion, internal cultural consolidation and the manufacturing of a shared heritage. But Japan has
always been both particularly open to the importation of good ideas and particularly prickly about keeping
their influence quarantined, a bipolar disorder that would have dramatic consequences and that continues to
this day. If one book is to be read in order to understand why the Japanese seem so impossibly strange to
many Americans, Inventing Japan is surely it.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Here thing why that Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Inventing Japan: 1853-
1964 (Modern Library Chronicles) in e-book can be your alternative.

Shawn Jones:

Often the book Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles) will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern
Library Chronicles) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ned Aguayo:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library
Chronicles) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Adam Carter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern
Library Chronicles) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Inventing Japan:
1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.
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