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Francesca Caccini. Barbara Strozzi. Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre. Marianna Martines. Fanny Hensel. Clara
Schumann. Lili Boulanger. Elizabeth Maconchy.

Great composers all, but their musical legacy is still rarely acknowledged.

Since the birth of classical music, those women who dared to compose have been patronised, had their sex
lives scrutinised and the veracity of their authorship questioned. They worked within a musical culture where
beliefs about what women could and could not do determined their every move. Yet, time and again there
emerged individuals who would evade, confront and ignore the rules that sought to exclude them from the
world of composition.

Taking the reader on a journey from seventeenth-century Medici Florence to London in the Blitz, and
beyond, Anna Beer reveals the hidden histories of eight remarkable women, explores the special
communities that enabled them to compose their music, and asks tough questions about why we still don’t
hear their masterpieces performed.

A long-overdue celebration of neglected virtuosos, Sounds and Sweet Airs presents a complex and
inspirational picture of artistic endeavour and achievement that deserves to be part of our cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of Classical Music.

Ruth Graham:

This book untitled Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of Classical Music to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Justin Perry:

The reserve untitled Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of Classical Music is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of
Classical Music from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Louis Ono:

This Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of Classical Music is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Sounds and Sweet Airs: The Forgotten Women of Classical Music in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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