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Today, black-owned barber shops play a central role in African American public life. The intimacy of
commercial grooming encourages both confidentiality and camaraderie, which make the barber shop an
important gathering place for African American men to talk freely. But for many years preceding and even
after the Civil War, black barbers endured a measure of social stigma for perpetuating inequality: though the
profession offered economic mobility to black entrepreneurs, black barbers were obliged by custom to serve
an exclusively white clientele. Quincy T. Mills traces the lineage from these nineteenth-century barbers to
the bustling enterprises of today, demonstrating that the livelihood offered by the service economy was
crucial to the development of a black commercial sphere and the barber shop as a democratic social space.

Cutting Along the Color Line chronicles the cultural history of black barber shops as businesses and civic
institutions. Through several generations of barbers, Mills examines the transition from slavery to freedom in
the nineteenth century, the early twentieth-century expansion of black consumerism, and the challenges of
professionalization, licensing laws, and competition from white barbers. He finds that the profession played a
significant though complicated role in twentieth-century racial politics: while the services of shaving and
grooming were instrumental in the creation of socially acceptable black masculinity, barbering permitted the
financial independence to maintain public spaces that fostered civil rights politics. This sweeping, engaging
history of an iconic cultural establishment shows that black entrepreneurship was intimately linked to the
struggle for equality.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Cutting Along the Color Line: Black
Barbers and Barber Shops in America book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Greene:

Here thing why this kind of Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shops in America are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers
and Barber Shops in America giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no book that similar with Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shops in
America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shops in America
in e-book can be your option.

Benjamin Hoffman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Cutting Along the Color Line: Black
Barbers and Barber Shops in America is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Patricia Briggs:

Beside this particular Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shops in America in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and
Barber Shops in America because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you



have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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