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Strange as it sounds, during the 1870s and 1880s, America’s most popular spectator sport wasn’t baseball,
boxing, or horseracing—it was competitive walking. Inside sold-out arenas, competitors walked around dirt
tracks almost nonstop for six straight days (never on Sunday), risking their health and sanity to see who
could walk the farthest—500 miles, then 520 miles, and 565 miles! These walking matches were as talked
about as the weather, the details reported from coast to coast.

This long-forgotten sport, known as pedestrianism, spawned America’s first celebrity athletes and opened
doors for immigrants, African Americans, and women. The top pedestrians earned a fortune in prize money
and endorsement deals. But along with the excitement came the inevitable scandals, charges of
doping—coca leaves!—and insider gambling. It even spawned a riot in 1879 when too many fans showed up
at New York’s Gilmore’s Garden, later renamed Madison Square Garden, and were denied entry to a widely
publicized showdown.

Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America’s Favorite Spectator Sport chronicles
competitive walking’s peculiar appeal and popularity, its rapid demise, and its enduring influence, and how
pedestrianism marked the beginning of modern spectator sports in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Pedestrianism: When
Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was
America's Favorite Spectator Sportis the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Mary McCollum:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport.

Richard Valadez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's
Favorite Spectator Sport why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Brandi Johnson:

Beside that Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk
Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen



if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from now!
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