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In her most accessible, commercial novel yet, the “supremely perceptive writer of formidable skill and
intelligence (New York Times Book Review) turns her astute eye to a dramatic family reunion, where
simmering tensions and secrets come to a head over three long, hot summer weeks.

With five novels and two collections of stories, Tessa Hadley has earned a reputation as a fiction writer of
remarkable gifts. She brings all of her considerable skill and an irresistible setup to The Past, a novel in
which three sisters, a brother, and their children assemble at their country house.

These three weeks may be their last time there; the upkeep is prohibitive, and they may be forced to sell this
beloved house filled with memories of their shared past (their mother took them there to live when she left
their father). Yet beneath the idyllic pastoral surface, hidden passions, devastating secrets, and dangerous
hostilities threaten to consume them.

Sophisticated and sleek, Roland’s new wife (his third) arouses his sisters’ jealousies and insecurities. Kasim,
the twenty-year-old son of Alice’s ex-boyfriend, becomes enchanted with Molly, Roland’s sixteen-year-old
daughter. Fran’s young children make an unsettling discovery in a dilapidated cottage in the woods that
shatters their innocence. Passion erupts where it’s least expected, leveling the quiet self-possession of
Harriet, the eldest sister.

Over the course of this summer holiday, the family’s stories and silences intertwine, small disturbances build
into familial crises, and a way of life—bourgeois, literate, ritualized, Anglican—winds down to its inevitable
end.

With subtle precision and deep compassion, Tessa Hadley brilliantly evokes a brewing storm of lust and
envy, the indelible connections of memory and affection, the fierce, nostalgic beauty of the natural world,
and the shifting currents of history running beneath the surface of these seemingly steady lives. The result is
a novel of breathtaking skill and scope that showcases this major writer’s extraordinary talents.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Simms:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Past: A Novel is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Richard Manning:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Past: A Novel, you are able to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Dianne Haire:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Past: A Novel this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Mary Adamczyk:

This The Past: A Novel is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Past: A Novel can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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