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#1 NEW YORK TIMESBESTSELLER « NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKSOF THE YEAR BY
THE ECONOMI ST « “| wrote this book not sure | could follow the road to character, but | wanted at least to
know what the road looks like and how other people have trodden it.”—David Brooks

With the wisdom, humor, curiosity, and sharp insights that have brought millions of readersto his New York
Times column and his previous bestsellers, David Brooks has consistently illuminated our daily livesin
surprising and original ways. In The Social Animal, he explored the neuroscience of human connection and
how we can flourish together. Now, in The Road to Character, he focuses on the deeper values that should
inform our lives. Responding to what he calls the culture of the Big Me, which emphasizes external success,
Brooks challenges us, and himself, to rebalance the scal es between our “résume virtues’—achieving wealth,
fame, and status—and our “eulogy virtues,” those that exist at the core of our being: kindness, bravery,
honesty, or faithfulness, focusing on what kind of relationships we have formed.

Looking to some of the world’ s greatest thinkers and inspiring leaders, Brooks explores how, through
internal struggle and a sense of their own limitations, they have built a strong inner character. Labor activist
Frances Perkins understood the need to suppress parts of herself so that she could be an instrument in alarger
cause. Dwight Eisenhower organized his life not around impulsive self-expression but considered self-
restraint. Dorothy Day, a devout Catholic convert and champion of the poor, learned as a young woman the
vocabulary of simplicity and surrender. Civil rights pioneers A. Philip Randol ph and Bayard Rustin learned
reticence and the logic of self-discipline, the need to distrust oneself even while waging a noble crusade.

Blending psychology, palitics, spirituality, and confessional, The Road to Character provides an opportunity
for usto rethink our priorities, and strive to build rich inner lives marked by humility and moral depth.

“Joy,” David Brooks writes, “is a byproduct experienced by people who are aiming for something else. But it
comes.”

Praisefor The Road to Character
“A hyper-readable, lucid, often richly detailed human story.”—The New York Times Book Review

“David Brooks—the New York Times columnist and PBS commentator whose measured calm gives punditry
agood name—offers the building blocks of a meaningful life.”—Washingtonian

“This profound and eloquent book is written with moral urgency and philosophical elegance.”—Andrew
Solomon, author of Far from the Tree and The Noonday Demon

“The voice of the book iscalm, fair and humane. The highlight of the material isthe quality of the author’s
moral and spiritual judgments.”—The Washington Post

“A powerful, haunting book that works its way beneath your skin.”—The Guardian (U.K.)

“This learned and engaging book brims with pleasures.” —Newsday



“Qriginal and eye-opening . . . At his best, Brooks is a normative version of Malcolm Gladwell, culling from
awide array of scientists and thinkers to weave an idea bigger than the sum of its parts.”—USA Today

“There is something affecting in the diligence with which Brooks seeks a cure for his self-diagnosed
shallowness by plumbing the depths of others.”—Rebecca M ead, The New Yorker
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From reader reviews:
Tamera Duckett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Road to
Character? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Amy McCarter:

The Road to Character can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to
put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Road to Character yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Suzanne Cicero:

The book untitled The Road to Character contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the girl
ideawith easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Willie Batres;

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Road to Character was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. Aswe know that book The Road to Character has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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