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"Property rights" and "Russia" do not usually belong in the same sentence. Rather, our general image of the
nation is of insecurity of private ownership and defenselessness in the face of the state. Many scholars have
attributed Russia's long-term development problems to a failure to advance property rights for the modern
age and blamed Russian intellectuals for their indifference to the issues of ownership. A Public Empire
refutes this widely shared conventional wisdom and analyzes the emergence of Russian property regimes
from the time of Catherine the Great through World War I and the revolutions of 1917. Most importantly, A
Public Empire shows the emergence of the new practices of owning "public things" in imperial Russia and
the attempts of Russian intellectuals to reconcile the security of property with the ideals of the common
good.

The book analyzes how the belief that certain objects--rivers, forests, minerals, historical monuments, icons,
and Russian literary classics--should accede to some kind of public status developed in Russia in the mid-
nineteenth century. Professional experts and liberal politicians advocated for a property reform that aimed at
exempting public things from private ownership, while the tsars and the imperial government employed the
rhetoric of protecting the sanctity of private property and resisted attempts at its limitation.

Exploring the Russian ways of thinking about property, A Public Empire looks at problems of state reform
and the formation of civil society, which, as the book argues, should be rethought as a process of
constructing "the public" through the reform of property rights.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Ouellette:

Often the book A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book A Public Empire: Property
and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gwen Anderson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Lillie Stein:

Beside this A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common
Good in Imperial Russia because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Nancy Maxfield:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list will be A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in
Imperial Russia. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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