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"I am scared most to death every battle we have, but I don't think you need be afraid of my sneaking away
unhurt." Thus wrote Adjutant Charles Harvey Brewster of the 10th Massachusetts to his sister Mattie in
1864, in one of over 200 letters he would pen during his four years of service. Born and raised in
Northampton, Massachusetts, Brewster was a 27-year-old store clerk when he enlisted in Company C of the
10th Massachusetts Volunteers in April 1861. During the next three and a half years he fought in many of the
major battles of the Virginia campaigns - Fair Oaks, the Seven Days, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the
Wilderness, the "Bloody Angle" at Spotsylvania - rising through the ranks to become second lieutenant and
later adjutant of his regiment. His letters, most of which were written to his mother and two sisters, record
not only the horrors he witnessed on the battlefield, but also his own inner struggle with his own values,
convictions and sense of manhood. In a thoughtful and illuminating introductory essay, David W. Blight
explores the evolution of Brewster's understanding of the terrible conflict in which he was engaged. Blight
shows how Brewster's attitudes toward race and slavery gradually changed, in part as a result of his contact
with escaped slaves and his experience recruiting black troops. He also examines the shift in Brewster's
conception of courage, as the realities of war collided with the romantic ideals he had previously embraced.
This literate collection of 137 letters chronicles the experiences of an ordinary Union soldier caught up in
extraordinary events. At times naive and sentimental, at times mature and realistic, Brewster's
correspondence not only provides insight into the meaning of the Civil War for the average Yankee, but also
testifies to the persistent power of war to attract and repel the human imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Typically the book When This Cruel War Is Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster will
bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book When This Cruel War Is
Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Barbara Baker:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled When This Cruel War Is Over: The Civil War
Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kim Salgado:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book When This Cruel War Is Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place
to other place.

Colton Fierros:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims When This Cruel War Is
Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster.
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