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English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History traces the influence of Old Norse myth -- stories and poems
about the familiar gods and goddesses of the pagan North, such as Odin, Thor, Baldr and Freyja -- on poetry
in English from Anglo-Saxon times to the present day. Especial care is taken to determine the precise form in
which these poets encountered the mythic material, so that the book traces a parallel history of the gradual
dissemination of Old Norse mythic texts.

Very many major poets were inspired by Old Norse myth. Some, for instance the Anglo-Saxon poet of
Beowulf, or much later, Sir Walter Scott, used Old Norse mythic references to lend dramatic colour and
apparent authenticity to their presentation of a distant Northern past. Others, like Thomas Gray, or Matthew
Arnold, adapted Old Norse mythological poems and stories in ways which both responded to and helped to
form the literary tastes of their own times. Still others, such as William Blake, or David Jones, reworked and
incorporated celebrated elements of Norse myth - valkyries weaving the fates of men, or the great World
Tree Yggdrasill on which Odin sacrificed himself - as personal symbols in their own poetry. This book also
considers less familiar literary figures, showing how a surprisingly large number of poets in English engaged
in individual ways with Old Norse myth. English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History demonstrates how
attitudes towards the pagan mythology of the north change over time, but reveals that poets have always
recognized Old Norse myth as a vital part of the literary, political and historical legacy of the English-
speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Zahn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History. Try to
the actual book English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Harrison:

Beside this English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Michael Medellin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Daniel Martin:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this English Poetry and Old Norse Myth: A History
can make you sense more interested to read.
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