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John Buridan (ca. 1300-1362) has worked out perhaps the most comprehensive account of nominalism in the
history of Western thought, the philosophical doctrine according to which the only universals in reality are
"names": the common terms of our language and the common concepts of our minds. But these items are
universal only in their signification; they are singular entities like any other in reality. This book examines
what is most intriguing to contemporary readers in Buridan's medieval philosophical system: his nominalist
account of the relationship between language, thought and reality. The main focus of the discussion is
Buridan's deployment of the Ockhamist conception of a "mental language" for mapping the complex
structures of written and spoken human languages onto a parsimoniously construed reality. Concerning these
linguistic structures, this book carefully analyzes Buridan's conception of the radical conventionality of
written and spoken languages, in contrast to the natural semantic features of concepts. The discussion pays
special attention to Buridan's token-based semantics of terms and propositions, his conception of existential
import, ontological commitment, truth, and logical validity. Finally, the book presents a detailed discussion
of how these logical devices allow Buridan to maintain his nominalist position without giving up Aristotelian
essentialism or yielding to skepticism, and pays special attention to contemporary concerns with these issues.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name John Buridan (Great
Medieval Thinkers) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers)is one of several books that everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Jena Alvarez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) can give
you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have John Buridan (Great Medieval
Thinkers).

Stephen Hancock:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Nicole Powell:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book John Buridan (Great
Medieval Thinkers). You can more inviting than now.
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