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Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests examines the impact of the Persian Sasanian context on the
Babylonian Talmud, perhaps the most important corpus in the Jewish sacred canon. What impact did the
Persian Zoroastrian Empire, as both a real historical force and an imaginary interlocutor, have on rabbinic
identity and authority as expressed in the Talmud? Drawing from the field of comparative religion, Jason
Sion Mokhtarian addresses this question by bringing into mutual fruition Talmudic studies and ancient
Iranology, two historically distinct disciplines. Whereas most research on the Talmud assumes that the rabbis
were an insular group isolated from the cultural horizon outside their academies, this book contextualizes the
rabbis and the Talmud within a broader sociocultural orbit by drawing from a wide range of sources from
Sasanian Iran, including Middle Persian Zoroastrian literature, archaeological data such as seals and
inscriptions, and the Aramaic magical bowl spells. Mokhtarian also includes a detailed examination of the
Talmud’s dozens of texts that portray three Persian “others”: the Persians, the Sasanian kings, and the
Zoroastrian priests. This book skillfully engages and demonstrates the rich penetration of Persian imperial
society and culture on the Jews of late antique Iran.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Rabbis,
Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper Foundation Book in
Jewish Studies)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Catherine Gabel:

The book Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper
Foundation Book in Jewish Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The Culture of
the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper Foundation Book in Jewish Studies)? A number of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The
Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper Foundation Book in Jewish Studies) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Nathaniel Marvel:

The actual book Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark
Taper Foundation Book in Jewish Studies) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning
this book.

Cheryl Crockett:

This Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests: The Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper
Foundation Book in Jewish Studies) is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Rabbis, Sorcerers, Kings, and Priests:
The Culture of the Talmud in Ancient Iran (S. Mark Taper Foundation Book in Jewish Studies) in your hand



like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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