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DeWitt Clinton (1769-1828) dominated the politics of New York State during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century, serving as mayor of New York City and then governor of the state. At the same time, he
was influential on the national scene, running for president in 1812 and only narrowly losing to James
Madison. Although patrician in his sentiments, Clinton nevertheless developed new forms of party politics,
including the spoils system. He was an early champion of the nomination of candidates by convention rather
than legislative caucus, and as a United States Senator contributed the draft language for the Twelfth
Amendment, which embedded party politics in the fabric of the Constitution.

Clinton's greatest achievement was the Erie Canal, the establishment and implementation of which he
championed as early as 1810. Construction of the canal began in 1817, and even before it was completed,
eight years later, it had brought profound changes--economic, cultural, and social--to the state and the nation.
As Evan Cornog illustrates in his detailed and compelling narrative, the Erie Canal hastened the economic
expansion of the country, altered its political geography, set an example for activist government, and
decisively secured New York City's position as America's foremost metropolis. It was a project unlike
anything the Empire State--or the United States--had seen before, and was only the most successful of
Clinton's many efforts to implement his view that government should play an active role in the economic and
intellectual development of American society.

The Birth of Empire chronicles not only the life of an important political leader but the accomplishments that
underlay his success. As mayor of New York City, for example, Clinton was instrumental in the founding of
the public-school system. He sponsored countless measures to promote cultural enrichment as well as
educational opportunities for New Yorkers, and helped to establish and lead such institutions as the New-
York Historical Society, the American Academy of the Arts, and the Literary and Philosophical Society. An
amateur scientist of some renown, Clinton also wrote essays on geology, botany, entomology, archaeology,
anthropology, and ichthyology.

As shown here, Clinton's career was marked by frequent attempts to integrate his cultural and scientific
interests into his identity as a politician, thus projecting the image of a man of wide learning and broad
vision, a scholar-statesman of the new republic. Ironically, the political innovations which Clinton set in
motion--the refinement of patronage and the spoils system, appeals to immigrant voters, and the
professionalization of politics--were precisely what led to the extinction of the scholar-statesman's natural
habitat. However visionary, the latter-day philosopher-king would eventually have no place in the modern
world. DeWitt Clinton was born into the aristocratic culture of the eighteenth century, yet his achievements
and ideas crucially influenced (in ways he did not always anticipate) the growth of the mass society of the
nineteenth century.

With this book, Cornog engagingly guides readers through the colorful maze of early nineteenth-century
New York politics and society, illustrating both the depth of achievement and breadth of influence of one of
its most important leaders. Those who wish to understand the development of American politics, the
flowering of a distinctly American cultural life, the progress of the market revolution, and the growth of
America's largest city will find many valuable insights in The Birth of Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Birth of Empire: DeWitt Clinton and the American Experience,
1769-1828 as your daily resource information.

Paul Butler:

The book untitled The Birth of Empire: DeWitt Clinton and the American Experience, 1769-1828 contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Robert Thomas:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Birth of Empire: DeWitt Clinton
and the American Experience, 1769-1828 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Linda Griffin:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Birth of Empire: DeWitt Clinton and the American Experience, 1769-1828 we
can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life by this book The Birth of Empire: DeWitt Clinton and the American Experience, 1769-1828. You
can more desirable than now.
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