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Taigu Ryokan (1758-1831) remains one of the most popular figures in Japanese Buddhist history. Despite
his religious and artistic sophistication (he excelled in scriptural studies, in calligraphy, and in poetry),
Ryokan referred to himself as "Great Fool, " refusing to place himself within any established religious
institution. In contrast to Zen masters of his time who presided over large monasteries, trained students, or
produced recondite treatises, Ryokan followed a life of mendicancy in the countryside. Instead of delivering
sermons, he expressed himself through kanshi (poems composed in classical Chinese) and waka (poems in
Japanese syllabary) and could typically be found playing with the village children in the course of his daily
rounds of begging. Great Fool is the first study in a Western language to offer a comprehensive picture of the
legendary poet-monk and his oeuvre. It includes not only an extensive collection of the master's kanshi,
topically arranged to facilitate an appreciation of Ryokan's colorful world, but selections of his waka, essays,
and letters. The volume also presents for the first time in English the Ryokan zenji kiwa (Curious Accounts
of the Zen Master Ryokan), a firsthand source composed by a former student less than sixteen years after
Ryokan's death. Consisting of anecdotes and episodes, sketches from Ryokan's everyday life, the Curious
Accounts is invaluable for showing how Ryokan was understood and remembered by his contemporaries. To
further assist the reader, three introductory essays approach Ryokan from the diverse perspectives of his
personal history and literary work.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Tomasini:

The publication untitled Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa is the e-book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Abe:
Great Fool: Zen Master Pa from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Samuel Jackson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the book you have read will be Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa.

Adam Gutierrez:

This Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Betty Neal:

You will get this Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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