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Anne Fadiman is--by her own admission--the sort of person who learned about sex from her father's copy of
Fanny Hill, whose husband buys her 19 pounds of dusty books for her birthday, and who once found herself
poring over her roommate's 1974 Toyota Corolla manual because it was the only written material in the
apartment that she had not read at least twice.

This witty collection of essays recounts a lifelong love affair with books and language. For Fadiman, as for
many passionate readers, the books she loves have become chapters in her own life story. Writing with
remarkable grace, she revives the tradition of the well-crafted personal essay, moving easily from anecdotes
about Coleridge and Orwell to tales of her own pathologically literary family. As someone who played at
blocks with her father's 22-volume set of Trollope ("My Ancestral Castles") and who only really considered
herself married when she and her husband had merged collections ("Marrying Libraries"), she is exquisitely
well equipped to expand upon the art of inscriptions, the perverse pleasures of compulsive proof-reading, the
allure of long words, and the satisfactions of reading out loud. There is even a foray into pure literary
gluttony--Charles Lamb liked buttered muffin crumbs between the leaves, and Fadiman knows of more than
one reader who literally consumes page corners. Perfectly balanced between humor and erudition, Ex Libris
establishes Fadiman as one of our finest contemporary essayists.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

This Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Torres:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them
is this Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader.

Linda Porter:

This Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader is great reserve for you because the content which is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Ex Libris:
Confessions of a Common Reader in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but
this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?

Many Shirley:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Ex Libris: Confessions of a
Common Reader is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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