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Poetry makes nothing happen," wrote W. H. Auden in 1939, expressing a belief that came to dominate
American literary institutions in the late 1940s--the idea that good poetry cannot, and should not, be
politically engaged. By contrast, Michael Thurston here looks back to the 1920s and 1930s to a generation of
poets who wrote with the precise hope and the deep conviction that they would move their audiences to
action. He offers an engaging new look at the political poetry of Edwin Rolfe, Langston Hughes, Ezra
Pound, and Muriel Rukeyser.

Thurston combines close textual reading of the poems with research into their historical context to reveal
how these four poets deployed the resources of tradition and experimentation to contest and redefine political
common sense. |n the process, he demonstrates that the aesthetic censure under which much partisan writing
has |abored needs dramatic revision. Although each of these poets worked with different forms and toward
different ends, Thurston shows that their strategies succeed as poetry. He argues that partisan poetry
demands reflection not only on how we evaluate poems but also on what we value in poems and, therefore,
which poems we elevate.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Crumrine:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know which you should start with. This Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry
between the World Wars is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Conrad Degregorio:

This book untitled Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get alot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Greg Little:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World
Wars can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

TravisMcDonald:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways make an effort to and must have the extratime or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars.
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