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In the life sciences, there is wide-ranging debate about biodiversity. While nearly everyone is in favor of
biodiversity and its conservation, methods for its assessment vary enormously. So what exactly is
biodiversity? Most theoretical work on the subject assumes it has something to do with species
richness—with the number of species in a particular region—but in reality, it is much more than that.
Arguing that we cannot make rational decisions about what it is to be protected without knowing what
biodiversity is, James Maclaurin and Kim Sterelny offer in What Is Biodiversity? a theoretical and
conceptual exploration of the biological world and how diversity is valued.
Here, Maclaurin and Sterelny explore not only the origins of the concept of biodiversity, but also how that
concept has been shaped by ecology and more recently by conservation biology. They explain the different
types of biodiversity important in evolutionary theory, developmental biology, ecology, morphology and
taxonomy and conclude that biological heritage is rich in not just one biodiversity but many. Maclaurin and
Sterelny also explore the case for the conservation of these biodiversities using option value theory, a tool
borrowed from economics.
            An erudite, provocative, timely, and creative attempt to answer a fundamental question, What Is
Biodiversity? will become a foundational text in the life sciences and studies thereof.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled What Is Biodiversity?? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Gregory Jones:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Is Biodiversity? can be the respond
to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Mary Killgore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but additionally novel and What Is Biodiversity? or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes What Is Biodiversity? to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Eileen Schmitt:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the What Is Biodiversity? when you required it?
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