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From Einstein and Truman to Sartre and Derrida, many have declared the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to be decisive events in human history. None, however, have more acutely understood or
perceptively critiqued the consequences of nuclear war than Japanese writers. In this first complete study of
the nuclear theme in Japanese intellectual and artistic life, John Whittier Treat shows how much we have to
learn from Japanese writers and artists about the substance and meaning of the nuclear age.

Treat recounts the controversial history of Japanese public discourse around Hiroshima and Nagasaki—a
discourse alternatively celebrated and censored—from August 6, 1945, to the present day. He includes works
from the earliest survivor writers, including Hara Tamiki and Ota Yoko, to such important Japanese
intellectuals today as Oe Kenzaburo and Oda Makoto. Treat argues that the insights of Japanese writers into
the lessons of modern atrocity share much in common with those of Holocaust writers in Europe and the
practitioners of recent poststructuralist nuclear criticism in America. In chapters that take up writers as
diverse as Hiroshima poets, Tokyo critics, and Nagasaki women novelists, he explores the implications of
these works for critical, literary, and cultural theory.

Treat summarizes the Japanese contribution to such ongoing international debates as the crisis of modern
ethics, the relationship of experience to memory, and the possibility of writing history. This Japanese
perspective, Treat shows, both confirms and amends many of the assertions made in the West on the shift
that the death camps and nuclear weapons have jointly signaled for the modern world and for the future.

Writing Ground Zero will be read not only by students of Japan, but by all readers concerned with the fate of
culture after the fact of nuclear war in our time.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

This Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb can bring once you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Harold Baughman:

Here thing why that Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic
Bomb giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no reserve that similar with Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb in e-book can be your
choice.

George Medrano:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer connected with Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Writing Ground Zero: Japanese
Literature and the Atomic Bomb is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jerri Jackson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic



Bomb can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Writing Ground Zero: Japanese
Literature and the Atomic Bomb.
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