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Following the abolition of slavery in New England, white citizens seemed to forget that it had ever existed
there. Drawing on a wide array of primary sources?from slaveowners' diaries to children's daybooks to racist
broadsides?Joanne Pope Melish reveals not only how northern society changed but how its perceptions
changed as well. Melish explores the origins of racial thinking and practices to show how ill-prepared the
region was to accept a population of free people of color in its midst. Because emancipation was gradual,
whites transferred prejudices shaped by slavery to their relations with free people of color, and their attitudes
were buttressed by abolitionist rhetoric which seemed to promise riddance of slaves as much as slavery.

Melish tells how whites came to blame the impoverished condition of people of color on their innate
inferiority, how racialization became an important component of New England ante-bellum nationalism, and
how former slaves actively participated in this discourse by emphasizing their African identity. Placing race
at the center of New England history, she contends that slavery was important not only as a labor system but
also as an institutionalized set of relations. The collective amnesia about local slavery's existence became a
significant component of New England regional identity.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and
"Race" in New England, 1780-1860. Try to the actual book Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and
"Race" in New England, 1780-1860 as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Willie Grajeda:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and
"Race" in New England, 1780-1860. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a book Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New
England, 1780-1860. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you
can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Mae Marks:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England,
1780-1860 was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Patrick Leon:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860 can
make you feel more interested to read.
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