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Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas offers a concise survey of one of the most controversial photographers alive.
Since the late 1970s, Witkin's black-and-white portraits and still-lifes of hermaphrodites, body parts, severed
heads, mutilations and similar themes have inevitably provided shock fodder to the religious right, while
seeming to evoke an easy relationship to ideas of decadence and morbidity. For Witkin, the goal is simple: "I
wanted my photographs to be as powerful as the last thing a person sees or remembers before death."
Witkin's photographs offer up examples of life's extremities as unblinking confrontations with mortality,
whose power derives not merely from their content but from the keen compositional instincts governing that
content. Witkin's gift for still life and his use of religious motifs such as crucifixion and sainthood have been
nourished by his appreciation of the likes of Francisco Goya, Odilon Redon and Hieronymus Bosch, whose
examples he has translated for the concerns of the present. Witkin's photographs have made a colossal
impact upon contemporary culture, influencing artists such as the Chapman Brothers and Erwin Olaf,
musicians such as Diamanda Galás and Trent Reznor, and the late fashion designer Alexander McQueen,
among many others. Vanitas provides a cross-section of the artist's work from the 1970s to the present. In
addition to photographs, it includes many lesser-known drawings and paintings, as well as Witkin's most
recent, previously unpublished photographs. A bilingual (English/Czech) text by the art historian Otto M.
Urban summarizes the development of Witkin's life and work.
Joel-Peter Witkin was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1939, and lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Joel-Peter Witkin:
Vanitas. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Anna Elam:

The e-book untitled Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Maria Hernandez:

The publication with title Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas contains a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Rene Defeo:

The particular book Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking
over this book.
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