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Kiku's Prayer is told through the eyes of Kiku, a self-assured young woman from a rural Japanese village
who falls in love with Seikichi, a devoted Catholic man. Practicing a faith still banned by the government,
Seikichi is imprisoned but refuses to recant under torture. Kiku's efforts to reconcile her feelings for
Seikichi's religion with the sacrifices she makes to free him mirror the painful, conflicting choices Japan
faced as a result of exposure to modernity and the West. Seikichi's persecution exemplifies Japan's
insecurities, and Kiku's tortured yet determined spirit represents the nation's resilient soul.

Set in the turbulent years of the transition from the shogunate to the Meiji Restoration, Kiku's Prayer
embodies themes central to Endo Shusaku's work, including religion, modernization, and the endurance of
the human spirit. Yet this novel is much more than a historical allegory. It acutely renders one woman's
troubled encounter with passion and spirituality at a transitional time in her life and in the history of her
people. A renowned twentieth-century Japanese author, Endo wrote from the perspective of being both
Japanese and Catholic. His work is often compared with that of Graham Greene, who himself considered
Endo one of the century's finest writers.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

This Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Kiku's Prayer: A
Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Kiku's Prayer: A Novel
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Janice Wilson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Michael Grammer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is actually Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia).

Cheri Tow:

You can get this Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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