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In this comprehensive history of women's antislavery petitions addressed to Congress, Susan Zaeske argues
that by petitioning, women not only contributed significantly to the movement to abolish slavery but also
made important strides toward securing their own rights and transforming their own political identity.

By analyzing the language of women's antislavery petitions, speeches calling women to petition,
congressional debates, and public reaction to women's petitions from 1831 to 1865, Zaeske reconstructs and
interprets debates over the meaning of female citizenship. At the beginning of their political campaign in
1835 women tended to disavow the political nature of their petitioning, but by the 1840s they routinely
asserted women's right to make political demands of their representatives. This rhetorical change, from a
tone of humility to one of insistence, reflected an ongoing transformation in the political identity of petition
signers, as they came to view themselves not as subjects but as citizens. Having encouraged women's
involvement in national politics, women's antislavery petitioning created an appetite for further political
participation that spurred countless women after the Civil War and during the first decades of the twentieth
century to promote causes such as temperance, anti-lynching laws, and woman suffrage.
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Ball:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Signatures of
Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity (Gender and American Culture) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Evan Miller:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity
(Gender and American Culture) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Felix Smith:

You can get this Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity (Gender
and American Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Crystal Lavigne:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity (Gender and
American Culture) when you needed it?
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