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What should we call the wild animals we spot from our windows? A surfeit of skunks? A dray of squirrels?
A patient watch of wildlife enthusiasts might even catch sight of a skulk of foxes or a scavenging sloth of
bears. The practice of inventing collective nouns for animals is an ancient pastime which derives from
medieval hunts, but the list has been augmented in every age—and it remains an entertaining pastime today.

A Barrel of Monkeys brings together more than one hundred collective nouns for animals, from a bloat of
hippopotamuses to a caravan of camels, a tower of giraffes, and a leap of leopards. The rivalry between male
rhinoceroses becomes especially apt when the rowdy ungulates are characterized as a crash of rhinos.  An
ambush of tigers is an apt characterization of the skillful hunters that silently stalk their prey. A blend of
wordplay, puns, and alliteration, some of the terms collected here are now commonplace, like a pride of
lions. Others aren’t heard much these days, but many—like a dazzle of zebras or a prickle of
porcupines—richly deserve a comeback.

With charming illustrations by the eighteenth-century artist and naturalist Thomas Bewick, A Barrel of
Monkeys is the perfect follow-up to A Conspiracy of Ravens, the Bodleian Library’s book of bird words. Not
even a crash of rhinos can stop readers from smiling at this second collection.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Dansby:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of
Collective Nouns for Animals.

Elizabeth Cao:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A
Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Edmund Morrissette:

This A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals is brand new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A
Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Cherly Plaster:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is definitely A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective
Nouns for Animals. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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