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*Includes pictures of Chichen Itza's ruins and art.
*Explains the history of the site and the theories about its purpose and abandonment.
*Describes the layout of Chichen Itza, its important structures, and the theories about the buildings' uses.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading.
Many ancient civilizations have influenced and inspired people in the 21st century, like the Greeks and the
Romans, but of all the world’s civilizations, none have intrigued people more than the Mayans, whose
culture, astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people. At the heart of
the fascination is the most visited and the most spectacular of Late Classic Maya cities: Chichen Itza.
Chichen Itza was inhabited for hundreds of years and was a very influential center in the later years of Maya
civilization. At its height, Chichen Itza may have had over 30,000 inhabitants, and with a spectacular
pyramid, enormous ball court, observatory and several temples, the builders of this city exceeded even those
at Uxmal in developing the use of columns and exterior relief decoration. Of particular interest at Chichen
Itza is the sacred cenote, a sinkhole was a focus for Maya rituals around water. Because adequate supplies of
water, which rarely collected on the surface of the limestone based Yucatan, were essential for adequate
agricultural production, the Maya here considered it of primary importance. Underwater archaeology carried
out in the cenote at Chichen Itza revealed that offerings to the Maya rain deity Chaac (which may have
included people) were tossed into the sinkhole.
Although Chichen Itza was around for hundreds of years, it had a relatively short period of dominance in the
region, lasting from about 800-950 A.D. Today, tourists are taken by guides to a building called the Nunnery
for no good reason other than the small rooms reminded the Spaniards of a nunnery back home. Similarly the
great pyramid at Chichen Itza is designated El Castillo (“The Castle”), which it almost certainly was not,
while the observatory is called El Caracol (“The Snail”) for its spiral staircase. Of course, the actual names
for these places were lost as the great Maya cities began to lose their populations, one by one.
Chichen Itza was partially abandoned in 948, and the culture of the Maya survived in a disorganized way
until it was revived at Mayapán around 1200. Why Maya cities were abandoned and left to be overgrown by
the jungle is a puzzle that intrigues people around the world today, especially those who have a penchant for
speculating on lost civilizations.
Chichen Itza: The History and Mystery of the Maya’s Most Famous City comprehensively covers the history
of the city, as well as the speculation surrounding the purpose of Chichen Itza and the debate over the
buildings. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about the Maya’s most famous city like you
never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Chichen Itza: The History and Mystery of the Maya?s Most
Famous City.

Justin Fernandez:

The particular book Chichen Itza: The History and Mystery of the Maya?s Most Famous City will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Chichen Itza: The History
and Mystery of the Maya?s Most Famous City is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Morgan Lytle:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Chichen Itza: The
History and Mystery of the Maya?s Most Famous City which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Jerry Gunnell:

You will get this Chichen Itza: The History and Mystery of the Maya?s Most Famous City by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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