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No one will soon forget the image, blazed across the airwaves, of armed Korean Americans taking to the
rooftops as their businesses went up in flames during the Los Angeles riots. Why Korean Americans? What
stoked the wrath the riots unleashed against them? Blue Dreams is the first book to make sense of these
questions, to show how Korean Americans, variously depicted as immigrant seekers after the American
dream or as racist merchants exploiting African Americans, emerged at the crossroads of conflicting social
reflections in the aftermath of the 1992 riots.

The situation of Los Angeles's Korean Americans touches on some of the most vexing issues facing
American society today: ethnic conflict, urban poverty, immigration, multiculturalism, and ideological
polarization. Combining interviews and deft socio-historical analysis, Blue Dreams gives these problems a
human face and at the same time clarifies the historical, political, and economic factors that render them so
complex. In the lives and voices of Korean Americans, the authors locate a profound challenge to cherished
assumptions about the United States and its minorities.

Why did Koreans come to the United States? Why did they set up shop in poor inner-city neighborhoods?
Are they in conflict with African Americans? These are among the many difficult questions the authors
answer as they probe the transnational roots and diversity of Los Angeles's Korean Americans. Their work
finally shows us in sharp relief and moving detail a community that, despite the blinding media focus
brought to bear during the riots, has nonetheless remained largely silent and effectively invisible. An
important corrective to the formulaic accounts that have pitted Korean Americans against African
Americans, Blue Dreams places the Korean American story squarely at the center of national debates over
race, class, culture, and community.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles
Riots.

Coleen Faircloth:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Blue Dreams: Korean
Americans and the Los Angeles Riots. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Terry Brown:

The particular book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los
Angeles Riots is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Joseph Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By the book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book
Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots. You can more appealing than now.
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