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Nearly a century before it became known as Silicon Valley, the Santa Clara Valley was world-renowned for
something else: the succulent fruits and vegetables grown in its fertile soil. In Garden of the World, Cecilia
Tsu tells the overlooked, intertwined histories of the Santa Clara Valley's agricultural past and the Asian
immigrants who cultivated the land during the region's peak decades of horticultural production. Weaving
together the story of three overlapping waves of Asian migration from China, Japan, and the Philippines in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Tsu offers a comparative history that sheds light on the ways in which
Asian farmers and laborers fundamentally altered the agricultural economy and landscape of the Santa Clara
Valley, as well as white residents' ideas about race, gender, and what it meant to be an American family
farmer.

At the heart of American racial and national identity in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries was the family
farm ideal: the celebration of white European-American families operating independent, self-sufficient farms
that would contribute to the stability of the nation. In California by the 1880s, boosters promoted orchard
fruit growing as one of the most idyllic incarnations of the family farm ideal and the lush Santa Clara Valley
the finest location to live out this agrarian dream. But in practice, many white growers relied extensively on
hired help, which in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was largely Asian. Detailing how white
farmers made racial and gendered claims to defend their dependence on nonwhite labor, how those claims
shifted with the settlement of each Asian immigrant group, and how Chinese, Japanese, and Filipinos sought
to create their own version of the American dream in farming, Tsu excavates the social and economic history
of agriculture in this famed rural community to reveal the intricate nature of race relations there.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's Santa Clara Valley,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Virginia Dunn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's Santa Clara
Valley your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become
one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Garden of the World:
Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's Santa Clara Valley giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Janice Smith:

The book untitled Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's
Santa Clara Valley contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Melinda Walton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to



know that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
this Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's Santa Clara
Valley.
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