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Soaring images, rhythmic language, and wry humor come together in these three narrative poems that
explore travel from an African American historical and social perspective. A cab ride turns into an amazing
encounter with the driver, an amateur physicist whose ideas about space and time travel spark the poet's
musings on chutzpah and artistic ambition. A trip to Triolet, a Creole village in the Indian Ocean island
nation of Mauritius, leads the poet to ponder the past and present as she reflects on the ironic complexities of
the slave trade and its legacy shared by so many peoples. And in "The Cachoeira Tales," longing to take her
family on a journey to "some place sanctified by the Negro soul," the poet finds herself in Brazil's Bahia,
along with a theater director, a jazz musician, a retired commercial pilot, an activist, a university student, and
two mysterious African American women whom they meet along the way. In rhymed couplets, each pilgrim
tells a story, and the result is a rollicking, sensual exploration of spirit and community, with a nod to Chaucer
and to traditional Trickster tales.

Using her remarkable ability to educate and inspire, Marilyn Nelson demonstrates the power of travel to
transform our imaginations. We have long known that travel broadens; in these poems, it also deepens and
makes wiser.

Joined skin to skin, we moved like molecules
in the great, impossible miracle
of atmosphere, swaying to the music,
all eyes on the stage, all hearts attuning
themselves in beautiful polyrhythmy,
one shaking booty. On one side of me
a young man danced; I felt his muscled warmth
flow into mine, his pure, sexual strength.
On my other sides young women danced, whose curves
bumped me softly, dancing without reserve,
hands waving in the air, releasing scent
fragrant as nard. We danced in reverent,
silent assent to the praise-song of drums.
-- from "Olodum" of "The Cachoeira Tales"
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum
Poetry Award) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E.
Phillabaum Poetry Award) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award). You
never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kimberly Hopkins:

Here thing why this particular The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E.
Phillabaum Poetry Award) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry
Award). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) in e-book can be
your alternate.

Bessie Starns:

The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E.
Phillabaum Poetry Award) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these



guides have than the others?
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