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During World War II, the free world literally hung in the balance, with the Axis and Allies engaging in
warfare on an unprecedented scale. Although Hitler’s Nazi Germany had overrun much of the European
continent by 1940, the Allies began to reverse the momentum in 1942. By the end of 1943, with Allied
forces firmly established in Italy and the Soviets on the verge of turning the tide in Russia, the British and
Americans began to plot the invasion that would liberate Europe from the Nazis.

After the successful amphibious invasion on D-Day in June 1944, the Allies began racing east toward
Germany and liberating France along the way. The Allies had landed along a 50 mile stretch of French coast,
and despite suffering 8,000 casualties on D-Day, over 100,000 still began the march across the western
portion of the continent. By the end of August 1944, the German Army in France was shattered, with
200,000 killed or wounded and a further 200,000 captured. However, Adolf Hitler reacted to the news of
invasion with glee, figuring it would give the Germans a chance to destroy the Allied armies that had water
to their backs. As he put it, “The news couldn’t be better. We have them where we can destroy them.”

After resisting the German attack at the Battle of the Bulge, the Allied armies began advancing, and with
that, the race to Berlin was truly on. In the weeks it took for the Battle of Berlin to be fought, an American
president passed away, a British Prime Minister had to make concessions he did not desire, a Russian leader
fought his way into Western Europe to stay, and a German one took his own life. The battle’s implications
would be felt for the next 50 years.

When Admiral Chester Nimitz was directed to capture an island in the Bonin group, Iwo Jima stood out for
its importance in making progress against the mainland, with three airfields that would allow American air
forces to attack the Japanese mainland. But the Japanese were also well aware of how important Iwo Jima
was, and they fought desperately in bunkers and tunnels that required the Americans to carefully clear them
out gradually.

Near the end of 1944, as Allied forces were pushing across the Pacific and edging ever closer to Japan, plans
were drawn up to invade the Ryuku islands, the most prominent of them being Okinawa. Military planners
anticipated that an amphibious campaign would last a week, but instead of facing 60,000 Japanese defenders
as estimated, there were closer to 120,000 on the island at the beginning of the campaign in April 1945. The
Battle of Okinawa was the largest amphibious operation in the Pacific theater, and it would last nearly 3
months and wind up being the fiercest in the Pacific theater during the war, with nearly 60,000 American
casualties and over 100,000 Japanese soldiers killed. In addition, the battle resulted in an estimated 40,000-
150,000 Japanese civilian casualties.



Given the horrific nature of the combat, and the fact that it was incessant for several weeks, it’s no surprise
that Okinawa had a profound psychological effect on the men who fought, but it also greatly influenced the
thinking of military leaders who were planning subsequent campaigns, including a potential invasion of the
Japanese mainland. The casualty tolls at Okinawa ultimately helped compel President Truman to use the
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in an effort to end the war before having to attempt such an
invasion.

The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific
chronicles the background leading up to the end of the war in 1945. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the end of World War II like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Here thing why this kind of The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in
Europe and the Pacific are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The End of World War II:
The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with The End of
World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific in e-book
can be your choice.

Arthur Elsberry:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in
Europe and the Pacific book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer of The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the
Fighting in Europe and the Pacific content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the
Pacific is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ward Beaver:

The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in
Europe and the Pacific although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.

Matthew Gregg:

This The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and the Pacific



is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest
in reading this The End of World War II: The History of the Battles that Ended the Fighting in Europe and
the Pacific can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there
is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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