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Herman Kahn was the only nuclear strategist in Americawho might have made aliving as a standup
comedian. Indeed, galumphing around stages across the country, joking hisway through one grotesgue
thermonuclear scenario after another, he came frighteningly close. In telling the story of Herman Kahn,
whose 1960 book On Thermonuclear War catapulted him into celebrity, Sharon Ghamari-Tabrizi captures an
erathat is still very much with us--a time whose innocence, gruesome nuclear humor, and outrageous but
deadly serious visions of annihilation have their echoes in the "known unknowns and unknown unknowns’
that guide policymakersin our own embattled world.

Portraying alife that combined aspects of Lenny Bruce, Hitchcock, and Kubrick, Ghamari-Tabrizi presents
not one Herman Kahn, but many--one who spoke the suffocatingly dry argot of the nuclear experts, another
whose buffoonery conveyed the ingenious absurdity of it al, and countless others who capered before the
public, ambiguous, baffling, always open to interpretation. This, then, isastory of one thoroughly strange
and captivating man as well as a cultural history of our moment. In Herman Kahn'sworld is acritical lesson
about how Cold War analysts learned to fill in the ciphers of strategic uncertainty, and thus how we as a
nation learned to live with the peculiarly inventive quality of strategy, in which uncertainty generates
extravagant threat scenarios.

Revealing the metaphysical behind the dryly deliberate, apparently practical discussion of nuclear strategy,
this book depicts the creation of aworld where clever men fashion Something out of Nothing--and
establishes Herman Kahn as our first virtuoso of the unknown unknowns.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Deloatch:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim aswell as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They arereally reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about
the person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they
found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Worlds of Herman
Kahn: The Intuitive Science of Thermonuclear War.

Timothy Lumpkin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're till students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great aong with important the book The Worlds
of Herman Kahn: The Intuitive Science of Thermonuclear War. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ester Beckles:

Why? Because this The Worlds of Herman Kahn: The Intuitive Science of Thermonuclear War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book closeto it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely.
S0, itisgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | had been you | will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Wayne Hankinson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Worlds of Herman Kahn: The
Intuitive Science of Thermonuclear War can give you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Worlds of Herman Kahn: The Intuitive Science of Thermonuclear War.
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