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The story of Willie Mays's rookie year with the Negro American League's Birmingham Black Barons, the
Last Negro World Series, and the making of a baseball legend

Baseball Hall of Famer Willie Mays is one of baseball's endearing greats, a tremendously talented and
charismatic center fielder who hit 660 career homeruns, collected 3,283 hits, knocked in 1,903 runs, won 12
Gold Glove Awards and appeared in 24 All-Star games. But before Mays was the "Say Hey Kid", he was
just a boy. Willie's Boys is the story of his remarkable 1948 rookie season with the Negro American League's
Birmingham Black Barons, who took a risk on a raw but gifted 16-year-old and gave him the experience,
confidence, and connections to escape Birmingham's segregation, navigate baseball's institutional racism,
and sign with the New York Giants. Willie's Boys offers a character-rich narrative of the apprenticeship
Mays had at the hands of a diverse group of savvy veterans who taught him the ways of the game and the
world.

Sheds new light on the virtually unknown beginnings of a baseball great, not available in other books●

Captures the first incredible steps of a baseball superstar in his first season with the Negro League's●

Birmingham Black Barons
Introduces the veteran group of Negro League players, including Piper Davis, who gave Mays an●

incredible apprenticeship season
Illuminates the Negro League's last days, drawing on in-depth research and interviews with remaining●

players
Explores the heated rivalry between Mays's Black Barons and Buck O'Neil's Kansas City Monarchs ,●

culminating in the last Negro League World Series
Breaks new historical ground on what led the New York Giants to acquire Mays, and why he didn't sign●

with the Brooklyn Dodgers, New York Yankees, or Boston Red Sox

Packed with stories and insights, Willie's Boys takes you inside an important part of baseball history and the
development of one of the all-time greats ever to play the game.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

The book Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the
Making of a Baseball Legend can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Willie's Boys: The 1948
Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend? A
few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Willie's Boys: The 1948
Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

John Rivera:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The
Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Darlene Goins:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League
World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend book is readable through you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Willie's Boys: The 1948
Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend
content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Willie's Boys: The
1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball
Legend is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Arthur Fabry:

The book with title Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World
Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this



publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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