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The horrific series of conflicts known as the Thirty Years War (1618-48) tore the heart out of Europe, killing
perhaps a quarter of all Germans and laying waste to whole areas of Central Europe to such a degree that
many towns and regions never recovered. All the major European powers apart from Russia were heavily
involved and, while each country started out with rational war aims, the fighting rapidly spiralled out of
control, with great battles giving way to marauding bands of starving soldiers spreading plague and murder.
The war was both a religious and a political one and it was this tangle of motives that made it impossible to
stop. Whether motivated by idealism or cynicism, everyone drawn into the conflict was destroyed by it. At
its end a recognizably modern Europe had been created but at a terrible price.

Peter Wilson's book is a major work, the first new history of the war in a generation, and a fascinating,
brilliantly written attempt to explain a compelling series of events. Wilson's great strength is in allowing the
reader to understand the tragedy of mixed motives that allowed rulers to gamble their countries' future with
such horrifying results. The principal actors in the drama (Wallenstein, Ferdinand II, Gustavus Adolphus,
Richelieu) are all here, but so is the experience of the ordinary soldiers and civilians, desperately trying to
stay alive under impossible circumstances.

The extraordinary narrative of the war haunted Europe's leaders into the twentieth century (comparisons with
1939-45 were entirely appropriate) and modern Europe cannot be understood without reference to this
dreadful conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Crank:

The book Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Europe's
Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a publication Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Judith Robinson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty
Years War has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty
Years War is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Joseph Mack:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Europe's Tragedy: A New
History of the Thirty Years War is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mary Cruz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer



made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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