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Mars has captured the human imagination for decades. Since NASA’s establishment in 1958, the space
agency has looked to Mars as a compelling prize, the one place, beyond the Moon, where robotic and human
exploration could converge. Remarkably successful with its roaming multi-billion-dollar robot, Curiosity,
NASA’s Mars program represents one of the agency’s greatest achievements.

Why Mars analyzes the history of the robotic Mars exploration program from its origins to today. W. Henry
Lambright examines the politics and policies behind NASA's multi-decade quest, illuminating the roles of
key individuals and institutions along with their triumphs and defeats.

Lambright outlines the ebbs and flows of policy evolution, focusing on critical points of change and factors
that spurred strategic reorientation. He explains Mars exploration as a striking example of "big science" and
describes the ways a powerful advocacy coalition?composed of NASA decision makers, the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, the Mars academic science community, and many others?has influenced governmental decisions
on Mars exploration, making it, at times, a national priority.

The quest for Mars stretches over many years and involves billions of dollars. What does it take to mount
and give coherence to a multi-mission, big science program? How do advocates and decision makers
maintain goals and adapt their programs in the face of opposition and budgetary stringency? Where do they
succeed in their strategies? Where do they fall short? Lambright’s insightful book suggests that from Mars
exploration we can learn lessons that apply to other large-scale national endeavorsin science and technology.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Cason:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Why Mars: NASA and the Palitics of
Space Exploration (New Seriesin NASA History) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel alot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Susan Frame:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to compl ete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Why Mars: NASA and the Politics of Space
Exploration (New Seriesin NASA History) to read.

Raul Miller:

ThisWhy Mars: NASA and the Politics of Space Exploration (New Seriesin NASA History) are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Why Mars: NASA and
the Palitics of Space Exploration (New Seriesin NASA History) can be among the great books you must
haveisactually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might
be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Why Mars: NASA and
the Palitics of Space Exploration (New Seriesin NASA History) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out ook
for book, may be the book untitled Why Mars. NASA and the Palitics of Space Exploration (New Seriesin



NASA History) can be great book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.
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