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The Japanese passion for photography is almost a cliché, but how did it begin? Although Japanese art
photography has been widely studied this book is the first to demonstrate how photography became an
everyday activity. Japan's enthusiasm for photography emerged alongside a retail and consumer revolution
that marketed products and activities that fit into a modern, tasteful, middle-class lifestyle. Kerry Ross
examines the magazines and merchandise promoted to ordinary Japanese people in the early twentieth
century that allowed Japanese consumers to participate in that lifestyle, and gave them a powerful tool to
define its contours. Each chapter discusses a different facet of this phenomenon, from the revolution in retail
camera shops, to the blizzard of socially constructive how-to manuals, and to the vocabulary of popular
aesthetics that developed from enthusiasts sharing photos. Ross looks at the quotidian activities that went
into the entire picture-making process, activities not typically understood as photographic in nature, such as
shopping for a camera, reading photography magazines, and even preserving one's pictures in albums. These
very activities, promoted and sponsored by the industry, embedded the camera in everyday life as both a
consumer object and a technology for understanding modernity, making it the irresistible enterprise that
Eastman encountered in his first visit to Japan in 1920 when he remarked that the Japanese people were
"almost as addicted to the Kodak habit as ourselves."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Haas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Photography for Everyone:
The Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early Twentieth-Century Japan is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Billie Sneed:

Typically the book Photography for Everyone: The Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early
Twentieth-Century Japan has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Mark Bunnell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Photography for Everyone: The
Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early Twentieth-Century Japan guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still doubt Photography for Everyone: The Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early
Twentieth-Century Japan as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Karen Saldivar:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Photography for Everyone: The Cultural
Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early Twentieth-Century Japan to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the
guide Photography for Everyone: The Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early Twentieth-Century
Japan can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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