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If knowledge is power, then John Hird has opened the doors for anyone interested in public policymaking
and policy analysis on the state level. A beginning question might be: does politics put gasoline or sugar in
the tank? More specifically, in a highly partisan political environment, is nonpartisan expertise useful to
policymaking? Do policy analysts play a meaningful role in decision making? Does policy expertise promote
democratic decision making? Does it vest power in an unelected and unaccountable elite, or does it become
co-opted by political actors and circumstances? Is it used to make substantive changes or just for window-
dressing?

In a unique comparative focus on state policy, Power, Knowledge, and Politics dissects the nature of the
policy institutions that policymakers establish and analyzes the connection between policy research and how
it is actually used in decision making. Hird probes the effects of politics and political institutions?parties,
state political culture and dynamics, legislative and gubernatorial staffing, partisan think tanks, interest
groups?on the nature and conduct of nonpartisan policy analysis. Through a comparative examination of
institutions and testing theories of the use of policy analysis, Hird draws conclusions that are more useful
than those derived from single cases.

Hird examines nonpartisan policy research organizations established by and operating in U.S. state
legislatures?one of the most intense of political environments?to determine whether and how nonpartisan
policy research can survive in that harsh climate. By first detailing how nonpartisan policy analysis
organizations came to be and what they do, and then determining what state legislators want from them, he
presents a rigorous statistical analysis of those agencies in all 50 states and from a survey of 800 state
legislators. This thoroughly comprehensive look at policymaking at the state level concludes that nonpartisan
policy analysis institutions can play an important role?as long as they remain scrupulously nonpartisan.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis in the States
(American Government and Public Policy) has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Power, Knowledge, and
Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American Government and Public Policy) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Power, Knowledge, and Politics:
Policy Analysis in the States (American Government and Public Policy). You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Tina Brookins:

The knowledge that you get from Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American
Government and Public Policy) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Power,
Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American Government and Public Policy) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy
Analysis in the States (American Government and Public Policy) instantly.

Marni Johnson:

The guide with title Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American Government
and Public Policy) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Susan Arnold:

Beside this Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American Government and Public
Policy) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Power, Knowledge, and
Politics: Policy Analysis in the States (American Government and Public Policy) because this book offers to



you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from now!
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