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For nearly two centuries in the United States, the punishment of crime was largely aimed, in theory and in
practice, at prevention, rehabilitation or incapacitation, and deterrence. In the mid-1970s, a sharp-and some
argued permanent-shift occurred. Punishment in the criminal justice system became first and foremost about
retribution. Retribution trumped rehabilitation; proportionality outweighed prevention. The retributivist sea
change was short-lived, however. After a few decades, some policy makers returned tentatively to
individualized approaches to punishment, launching initiatives like drug courts and programs for treatment
and reentry. Others promoted policies that retained the rhetoric but betrayed the theory-punishment in
proportion to culpability-of retributivism, resulting in mandatory minimum sentences, three-strikes-and-
you're-out laws, "dangerous offender" and "sexual predator" laws, "truth in sentencing," and life without the
possibility of parole.

What now for retributivism?

Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? brings thoughtfulness and rigor back into the retributivism
debate. This collection of essays trains some of the most influential and brightest established and up-and-
coming legal and philosophical minds on how retributivism does, might, or should affect contemporary
policy and practices. The volume's aim is neither to condemn nor to justify, but to take new policies and
practices seriously and examine them closely.

At a time when criminal-justice policy makers are forced to reconsider contemporary approaches to
punishment and attempt to devise new ones, Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? offers serious
theoretical critiques of the recent past and justifications for possible futures.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future?
(Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) to read.

Raymond Simmons:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Charles Brewster:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and
Philosophy) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ellis Dunn:

Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in
writing Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can



be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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