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Most policymakers see counterinsurgency and counternarcotics policy as two sides of the same coin. Stop
the flow of drug money, the logic goes, and the insurgency will wither away. But the conventional wisdom is
dangerously wrongheaded, as Vanda Felbab-Brown argues in Shooting Up.

Counternarcotics campaigns, particularly those focused on eradication, typically fail to bankrupt belligerent
groups that rely on the drug trade for financing. Worse, they actually strengthen insurgents by increasing
their legitimacy and popular support.

Felbab-Brown, a leading expert on drug interdiction efforts and counterinsurgency, draws on interviews and
fieldwork in some of the world's most dangerous regions to explain how belligerent groups have become
involved in drug trafficking and related activities, including kidnapping, extortion, and smuggling. Shooting
Up shows vividly how powerful guerrilla and terrorist organizations — including Peru's Shining Path, the
FARC and the paramilitaries in Colombia, and the Taliban in Afghanistan — have learned to exploit illicit
markets. In addition, the author explores the interaction between insurgent groups and illicit economies in
frequently overlooked settings, such as Northern Ireland, Turkey, and Burma.

While aggressive efforts to suppress the drug trade typically backfire, Shooting Up shows that a laissez-faire
policy toward illicit crop cultivation can reduce support for the belligerents and, critically, increase
cooperation with government intelligence gathering. When combined with interdiction targeting major
traffickers, this strategy gives policymakers a better chance of winning both the war against the insurgents
and the war on drugs.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs. Try to face
the book Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jimmy Torres:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Shooting Up:
Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugsis the
one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Julie Flanagan:

This Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs is great e-book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs in your hand like having the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Linda Monge:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best



book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Shooting Up:
Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs. You can more desirable than now.
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