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Scholars universally acknowledge the role that Christian belief played in the social movement engendered by
Martin Luther King Jr. Yet few have actually delved into the complexity of King's theology itself. The
centrality of one aspect of his theology in particular - imago Dei, the belief that human beings are made in
God's image - has been surprisingly overlooked. In this book, Richard W. Wills Sr. offers a comprehensive
analysis of King's appeal for civil rights by investigating his understanding of imago Dei. Wills begins by
tracing the evolution of this idea through the history of Christian thought, showing the intellectual sources
King drew on in constructing his own beliefs. Wills then demonstrates how King employed this idea in his
civil rights work. The belief that we are all made in God's image was crucial, Wills shows, to King's
understanding of human nature and equality. While King shared with many of his black church forebears the
view that humanity's creation by God was a powerful argument for the equality of all people, he also took the
concept much further. For King, being made in God's image meant that human beings have not only the right
but also the power to reshape society and to build a "beloved community" on earth. Though explicitly
grounded in Christian faith, the doctrine of imago Dei provided King with a theological rationale that was
capable of addressing the needs of the community well beyond the walls of churches. Wills's thorough
reconsideration King's thought makes the case for his importance as a theologian. It convincingly
demonstrates that the concept of imago Dei formed the heart of his theology and, in turn, that his theology
was central to the unfolding of the civil rights movement.
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From reader reviews:

Lyla Jackson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and the Image of God is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Robin Norfleet:

This Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God can be on the
list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Martin Luther King,
Jr., and the Image of God giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Stevens:

Beside that Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!

Sharon Works:

This Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Martin Luther
King, Jr., and the Image of God can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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