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McKenzie argues that to comprehend the Bible we must grasp the intentions of the biblical authors
themselves--what sort of texts they thought they were writing and how they would have been understood by
their intended audience. In short, we must recognize the genres to which these texts belong. McKenzie
examines several genres that are typically misunderstood, offering careful readings of specific texts to show
how the confusion arises, and how knowing the genre produces a correct reading. The book of Jonah, for
example, offers many clues that it is meant as a humorous satire, not a straight-faced historical account of a
man who was swallowed by a fish. Likewise, McKenzie explains that the very names "Adam" and "Eve" tell
us that these are not historical characters, but figures who symbolize human origins ("Adam" means man ,
"Eve" is related to the word for life ). Similarly, the authors of apocalyptic texts--including the Book of
Revelation--were writing allegories of events that were happening in their own time. Not for a moment could
they imagine that centuries afterwards, readers would be poring over their works for clues to the date of the
Second Coming of Christ, or when and how the world would end.

For anyone who takes reading the Bible seriously and who wants to get it right, this book will be both
heartening and enlightening.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for us. The book How to Read the Bible: History,
Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference and What It Means for Faith
Today was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The e-book How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern
Readers Need to Know the Difference and What It Means for Faith Today is not only giving you far more
new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy,
Literature--Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference and What It Means for Faith Today. You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Evelyn Brown:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this How to Read the Bible:
History, Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference and What It Means for
Faith Today book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Nancy Rush:

Often the book How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern Readers Need to Know
the Difference and What It Means for Faith Today will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
suited to you. The book How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern Readers Need
to Know the Difference and What It Means for Faith Today is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Monson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the book How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--
Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference and What It Means for Faith Today to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide



How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference
and What It Means for Faith Today can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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