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An entertaining and informative book about the fashion and fads of language

Today’s 18-year-olds may not know who Mrs. Robinson is, where the term “stuck in a groove” comes from,
why 1984 was a year unlike any other, how big a bread box is, how to get to Peyton Place, or what the term
Watergate refers to. I Love It When You Talk Retro discusses these verbal fossils that remain embedded in
our national conversation long after the topic they refer to has galloped off into the sunset. That could be a
person (Mrs. Robinson), product (Edsel), past bestseller (Catch-22), radio or TV show (Gangbusters), comic
strip (Alphonse and Gaston), or advertisement (Where’s the beef?) long forgotten. Such retroterms are words
or phrases in current use whose origins lie in our past. Ralph Keyes takes us on an illuminating and engaging
tour through the phenomenon that is Retrotalk—a journey, oftentimes along the timelines of American
history and the faultlines of culture, that will add to the word-lover’s store of trivia and obscure references.
 
"The phrase “drinking the Kool-Aid” is a mystery to young people today, as is “45rpm.” Even older folks
don’t know the origins of “raked over the coals” and “cut to the chase.” Keyes (The Quote Verifier) uses his
skill as a sleuth of sources to track what he calls “retrotalk”: “a slippery slope of puzzling allusions to past
phenomena.” He surveys the origins of “verbal fossils” from commercials (Kodak moment), jurisprudence
(Twinkie defense), movies (pod people), cartoons (Caspar Milquetoast) and literature (brave new world).
Some pop permutations percolated over decades: Radio’s Take It or Leave It spawned a catch phrase so
popular the program was retitled The $64 Question and later returned as TV’s The $64,000 Question.
Keyes’s own book Is There Life After High School? became both a Broadway musical and a catch phrase.
Some entries are self-evident or have speculative origins, but Keyes’s nonacademic style and probing
research make this both an entertaining read and a valuable reference work." --Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy,
Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech. Try to face the book I Love It When You Talk
Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech as
your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Crystal Freeman:

The publication with title I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a
Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech includes a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Sandra Mendoza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the
Forgotten Origins of American Speech.

Bruce Herrera:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie
Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to



pick up this book.
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